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 Principal Announcements 

 

 Please check our Lost and Found. We have accumulated quite a bit of winter clothing. 

 Please remember that students cannot be dropped off before 7:30.  

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year. The PTO meets at 3:30 on the third Tuesday of the month. 

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events: 

 May 5th         1/2 Day for students  (dismissal at 11:50) 

 May 17th      Spring Concert @ 1:30   (K-2nd) 

 May 29th      No School    (Memorial Day) 



Barkell Elementary artists have been working hard on 

their clay projects. Students produced a wide variety of 

creative items. After forming their project, students 

painted them with glaze. Mrs. Scholie then placed the 

items in the kiln and the finished products were amazing! 



Students in Mrs. Knuutilla’s third grade classroom have 

been working on some very important engineering 

projects. Students worked on bridge designing, trying 

to determine the best shape for supports in order to 

make their bridge as strong as it can be.  Mrs. 

Knuutilla’s students also worked with students from 

MTU to design the most effective shock absorbers. 

They were incredibly fun learning experiences for all! 

Students test how strong their bridges are by counting 

the number of pennies they are able to hold. 



Congratulations to all Barkell students who participated in the U.P. Math Champion-

ship in April: Lydia Delene, Mallory Laurn, Josh Hill, Felix Carn, Matthew Lancour, Jin-

jing Lai, Tianna Kyllonen, Emily Moore, Jadon Packard, Max Milison, Hunter LaCourt, 

Neva McParlan, Sara Neva, and Roberto Marin.  

Congratulations to Josh 

Hill, Matthew Lancour, 

Jinjing Lai, and Felix Carn 

for finishing 5th place in 

the team competition! 

Congratulations to Max-

well Milison, Emily 

Moore, Jadon Packard, 

and Tianna Kyllonen for 

finishing 7th in the team 

competition! 

Congrats to both Jadon Packard and 

Felix Carn. Jadon placed 6th in the indi-

vidual competition and Felix placed 

10th in the individual competition.  



Reading buddies in 1A and 4C created birds to decorate 

the windows of St. Vincent's Food Pantry. Look for our 

birds in the window there this summer!  

Barkell Elementary 4th graders pair 

up with younger classrooms for 

mentoring projects. Here are a cou-

ple of examples of what they do. 



The young fives are busy learning 

about spring. We are learning about 

planting seeds and watching flowers 

grow. We are going to take good care 

of our seeds by watering them and giv-

ing them sunlight. The flowers will be a 

special gift for the special moms in our 

lives for Mother's Day. Happy Spring!   

-Mrs. Cavis 

Emma displays her reflective 

writing done after the Young 

Fives planting project. 

Alina and Ridge show what 

they learned about plants. 

Barkell Young Fivers proudly display 

their writing and their plants.  



Barkell second graders recently hosted a Career Day in their class-

rooms. Students had the opportunity to listen to and interview 

people from a number of different job fields. Presentations were 

given by a volcanologist, an architect, a substitute teacher, sales-

woman, and a couple of engineers. We would like to thank Mr. 

Kangas, Mrs. Jaehnig, Ms. Breitmoser, Mrs. Larson, Mr Shannon, 

and Mr. Benda for working with our young students.   



Students in Mrs. Koskela’s class use kinesthetic 

movements to help learn their spelling words. 



Barkell fourth graders have had some 

special visitors in their classrooms the 

past couple of weeks. Students were 

treated to three separate presenta-

tions. Dr. Simon Carn, volcanologist  

from MTU; Ms. Erica Vye from Copper 

Country Recycling Initiative; and Ms. 

Teresa Wilson from the MTU Physics 

Department all provided our students 

with a high quality, hands on learning 

experience. Thank you to all three for 

working with our students! 



  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 Barkell Elementary PTO for all they do for our school 

 Hancock Public Schools Foundation for their many generous donations and purchases 

 Rich and Trina Barette for painting the nice new red stripe in our hallways 

 Western U.P. Science and Math Center for all of their fun, educational field trips 

 Mrs. Jaehnig for her kind donation of games for indoor recess and for teaching our students about the 

great things that St. Vincent de Paul does for our community 

 

 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor    

recess.  

*We are in need of educational DVDs or VHS tapes for our indoor recesses. 

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need  of yarn and crochet hooks for our Crocheting Club 

Barkell Choir students participate in 

Together in Song at MTU 


