
 

 

Barkell Elementary  

Newsletter 

Hancock Public Schools 

 Principal Announcements 

 Breakfast and lunch are no longer free this year for all students. Please fill out a free 

and reduced lunch form if you have not already done so. Bills can be paid at this link:  

      hancock.familyportal.cloud  

 I would thank everyone for helping us get off to a great start this year. Especially over-

coming the bussing issues we have had to overcome. We thank you for your patience. 

 Please remember that if you drop your child off at school in the mornings to do so at 

the main entrance doors.  

 Please consider helping out our PTO. They do a lot for our school and could use a few 

volunteers to help with various events. You do not need to come to all of the PTO 

meetings to be a volunteer. They are looking for individuals who can help once or 

twice per year.  

 Please don’t hesitate to contact me if there is anything I can do to help. 

Sincerely, 

Dan Vaara– Barkell Elementary Principal 

Upcoming Events 

 11/2  1/2 day for students (11:50 dismissal) 

 11/22  1/2 day for students (11:50 dismissal) 

 11/23-11/25 No School– Thanksgiving Break  

 12/3  Pancake Breakfast (7:30-11:30) 

October 2022 



 

 

Barkell Elementary celebrated Halloween in typical fashion– A lot of candy, treats, scary costumes, 

and of course a parade throughout our neighborhood.  
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Students ask questions 

about fire safety 

Students 

received 

a book 

on fire 

safety 

Students 
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fire safe-

ty 

Jack Deuweke speaks with the group 

Fire fighters demon-

strate for the students 

Fire Fighters Jackson, Tapani, 

Rimpala, Lepisto, Deuweke, 

Brunet, and Bianucci enjoy 

coffee before the presentation 

I would like to thank the Hancock Fire Department, the Ripley Fire Department, and the Quincy-

Franklin Fire Department for their Fire Safety presentation on October 10th. Our daycare through third 

grade students had an assembly in the gym where they learned about how to prevent fires and what to 

do in the event of a fire. The fourth and fifth graders were treated to an outdoor presentation where 

they had an opportunity to learn about fire safety equipment and about how they fight rural fires.   
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Kindergarten students had their first engineering challenge. They listened to the story, “What Lou Can’t 

Do” and designed ways to help the main character climb a tree to play with her friends. They were very 

creative with their ideas: ladders, trampolines, climbing ropes with spiky shoes, jet packs, and even heli-

copter hats! October is Chemistry month in the STEM room. 2nd graders learned about Chemical reac-

tions while building volcanoes. They mixed baking soda (a solid) with vinegar (a liquid) to create a gas 

that causes the eruption.  
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Young Fivers learn 

their letter sounds 

Rowan and Kade 

show off their tower 

Trenton and Koledyn show their block towers 

Jayden poses with 

his creation 

Students enjoy a morning snack 

Rowen constructs 

his name 

Kade takes a 

break 

Riina builds her name 

Youngs Fives have had a fun October. Students have been learning numbers and letters. Students have 

also been having fun building with all of their STEM materials. Of course the last day of October is al-

ways their most fun– Halloween! 
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Mrs. Blessing’s students made apple sauce in their classroom. Everyone used the apple 

corer/peeler. They had fun using it and tasting there peels. Everyone has a taste.  
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Students in Mrs. Pihlaja’s class used the Science Room to make mashed potatoes that they had 

picked from the school garden. While potatoes were boiling students dived into some stem kits 

that were donated to Mrs. Pihlaja’s class from the caring classrooms fundraiser. Most of the stu-

dents enjoyed building mazes for the Brackitz bugs to travel through and others tried out the 

Brackitz driver kit for assembling cars.  
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Mrs. Cavis' third grade class enjoyed a fun science lesson where they got to learn about a "science 

fruit" and a "science vegetable". After the lesson the student got to explore different fruits 

and vegetables to determine whether it was a  "science fruit" or a "science vegetable". The students 

had a great time exploring the foods and the lesson went perfectly with their plant unit in science.   
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Jada and Jayla play a 

math game 

Henry and 

Arvid prac-

tice their 

spelling 

words 

Bruce and Liam play a 

place value game 
Liam works on 

subtraction 

Alaina enjoys a 

good book Liam and Henry read with their kindergarten 

Reading Buddies 

Eli reads to his Reading 

Buddy 

Fourth graders in Mrs. Smith’s and Mrs. Liimatta’s class have had an exciting start to the year. Fourth 

grade made chain reaction machines in science class to learn about stored energy and the transfer of 

energy. Students have also been having fun with their new technology Ben Q boards. The new interac-

tive boards are the latest and greatest in smart board technology and are being used across all subject 

areas. Fourth graders have also enjoyed meeting and building relationships with their Reading Buddies! 
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  Barkell Elementary Thanks: 
 The Barkell PTO for  all that they do 

 The Hancock Public Schools Foundation for  their  many generous grants 

 All Barkell families for  their  continued suppor t of our  Bulldog Christmas Shop 

 Catherine Jordan for  her  generous donation of indoor  recess games 

 Tawnika Meyette for  her  generous donation 

 Mr. Goodall for  br inging in his telescope for  our  students to view the moon  

 The Farrell Family for  their  generous donation of board games 

 Vicky Vichich for  her  generous donation of socks 

 The Jouppe Family for  their  generous donation of board games 

 

1. All visitors must report to the 

office. Please do not go to the 

classroom once the day has be-

gun. 

2. Please remember to call the 

attendance line when your child 

is absent. 

3. Please remember to check the 

lost and found. We have quite a 

few unclaimed belongings. 

Barkell Elementary needs help with: 

*We are in need of kid size socks for all of the wet feet that come off of the play-

ground 

We are in need of board games (used or new) for our students to use during indoor recess.  

*We are in need of extra art supplies for our indoor recess arts and crafts program. 

*We are in need of boys/girls pull-on pants size 5-7 

Mrs. Dupuis’ class poses with the veg-

etables they picked from our garden 


